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arrive at the same result by diminishing in the same
measure the purchasing price. "This recalls/' said Gide,
"the words of Charles VIII to his cousin, Sforza, 'We
agree well together since we both want the same thing:
Milan/ They both wanted to seize it." Producer and
consumer are well agreed to appropriate the profit
At the same time one must not forget that the agri-
culturists are consumers, that they even amount to 50
per cent, of the consumers. This estimate suggested to
Charles Gide a neat solution for a conflict which is
perhaps more apparent than real: Induce the cultivators
to become members of consumers' co-operative societies;
create joint organisations; let the members of consumers'
societies also become members of agricultural co-opera-
tives.1
Charles Gide considered that such an understanding
could only usefully be established between strong unions,
especially between the large central organisations. Such
unions could be created more easily if M. Chanal's Bill,
recently adopted by the Senate, were passed by the
Chamber of Deputies.
At the present moment this question is of capital
importance owing to the general economic crisis. Attempts
have been made to palliate the crisis by measures such as
protective tariffs and quotas. But a true remedy lies
rather in following the way, indicated by Charles Gide,
of an organised understanding between producers and
consumers.
The intensive propaganda which the leader of the
School of Nimes carried out in favour o£ co-operation in
the Mediterranean region of France could not fail to
make easier the development of the associative idea
amongst wine growers. All the same* Charles Gide was
himself somewhat sceptical as to the development of
producers* co-operation in the vineyards. He described
1 Extremely interesting results in this direction have been attained during the
last few years through the extension of consumers* co-operatives to agricultural
districts, especially in Lorraine and the Creuse. Agricultural m&nbers also
supply 50 per cent, of the wheat used in the combined co-operative mil and
bakery of Doubs.
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